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Two New Digital X-Ray Units at Northumberland Hills Hospital
Funded by Generous Community

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY — As a result of generous community support, the most
advanced x-ray technology continues to be available close to home for patients of west
Northumberland. In the spring of 2021, both digital x-ray rooms at Northumberland Hills Hospital
(NHH) were renovated and replaced with the latest x-ray equipment — a project totaling nearly
$800,000.

“General radiography, or x-ray, is the most frequently performed imaging procedure at NHH,”
shares lan Moffat, Director of Diagnostic Imaging. “In the first two full months of operating these
two new digital x-ray units, 3,511 examinations have already been performed — about 34% of all
diagnostic imaging procedures in that same time period. We’re grateful to the community for
funding the replacement and renovations of both of our digital x-ray rooms so we can continue
to provide the best care possible for inpatient, outpatient, and emergency care.”

Since first opening in 2003, NHH has operated two digital x-ray rooms to meet the need for
services and diagnostic procedures — a need which is steadily increasing as the population of
west Northumberland continues to grow and age. Benefits achieved by both new generation x-
ray systems include:

e Improved image quality and ability to image at a higher resolution to provide better
visualization, supporting faster, more accurate diagnoses and treatment plans
Reduced level of radiation exposure for patients

Faster image processing, making the image production almost instantaneous
Wireless image detectors that can be positioned to best capture the image

Utilization of robotic technology to efficiently auto-position equipment for a variety of x-
ray examinations, reducing the possibility for technologists to experience strains or
injuries

Funds to replace these digital x-ray systems were raised by NHH Foundation through both the
Equipped to Care campaign and the CARING. Close to Home Gala in 2020.

“Funds were needed not only for the purchase of the new equipment, but also the renovations
to both rooms to accommodate the new technology, and our community truly stepped up to
bring this $794,867 project to life,” shares Rhonda Cunningham, Executive Director of NHH
Foundation. “We cannot thank our donors enough for ensuring our community and the patients
of NHH have access to this instrumental technology.”

Diagnostic imaging is critical in diagnosing, screening, and monitoring a majority of illnesses
and injuries and is used to support all departments throughout NHH. As the mast frequently
performed imaging procedure, general radiography (x-ray) is used to assess for broken bones,
pneumonia and other respiratory illnesses; traumas such as motor vehicle accidents and falls;
arthritis; and more.



The role of hospital foundations across the province is to raise funds to support the purchase of
medical equipment and capital needs faced by Ontario hospitals. A recent announcement from
NHH Foundation about plans for an upcoming capital campaign — to be Chaired by local
businessman, Hank Vandermeer — indicated more diagnostic imaging needs facing NHH in the
near future, with one of the campaign’s three priorities being the replacement of both the
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) and Computed Tomography (CT) scanners.

For more information on how you can support advanced medical equipment and technology at
NHH, please visit www.nhhfoundation.ca.
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For more information, please contact:

NHH Media Contact: Jennifer Gillard, Senior Director, Public Affairs and Strategic
Partnerships, 905-377-7757 or jgillard@nhh.ca.

NHH Foundation Media Contact: Jennifer Gilmer, Communications Specialist, 905-372-6811
ext. 3075 or jgilmer@nhh.ca

About Northumberland Hills Hospital — Located approximately 100 kilometres east of
Toronto, NHH delivers a broad range of acute, post-acute, outpatient and diagnostic services.
Acute services include emergency and intensive care, medical/surgical care, obstetrical care
and palliative care. Post-acute specialty services (PASS) include restorative care and
rehabilitation. Mental health care, chemotherapy, dialysis and 16 other ambulatory care clinics
are offered on an outpatient basis through partnerships with regional centres and nearby
specialists. NHH offers a full range of diagnostic services, including magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI), computed tomography (CT) and mammography. The hospital serves the
catchment area of west Northumberland County. A mixed urban and rural population of
approximately 60,000 residents, west Northumberland comprises the Town of Cobourg, the
Municipality of Port Hope and the townships of Hamilton, Cramahe and Alnwick/Haldimand.
NHH employs more than 700 full- and part-time staff and relies on the additional support
provided by physicians and volunteers. NHH is an active member of the Central East Local
Health Integration Network. For more information, please visit www.nhh.ca or follow us on
Twitter @NorHillsHosp.

About the Northumberland Hills Hospital Foundation — The mission of the Northumberland
Hills Hospital Foundation is to inspire generous giving to enable exceptional patient care at
Northumberland Hills Hospital. With a dedicated team of enthusiastic volunteers and staff, the
NHH Foundation is passionately committed to improving health care and the quality of life for
people living in west Northumberland. Since 2002, the NHH Foundation has raised over $64
million to build and equip Northumberland Hills Hospital. This support comes from generous
community support through a variety of programs including major gifts, planned giving,
signature and third party events, direct mail and commemorative giving. For more information,
visit: www.nhhfoundation.ca or like us on Facebook.
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