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NEWS RELEASE 

Happy Birthday Margaret! 
80 years young, patient’s family hosts surprise celebration for beloved mom in 

Inpatient Rehab Unit  
 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY, Saturday, March 10th, 2018 – Recent health 
challenges and a lengthy hospital stay did not stop the family of one Northumberland 
Hills Hospital (NHH) patient from hosting a surprise 80th birthday party for their mom, 
Margaret Maggiacomo, earlier today.  
 
Coordinated with the support of hospital staff, the surprise party took place in the 
Inpatient Rehabilitation Unit, where Ms. Maggiacomo is currently a patient.  
 
Daughter Marcie and son Mark brought together a room-full of grandchildren, nephews 
and friends to recognize the big day, complete with a meal, balloons, flowers gifts and, of 
course, cake. Even her great grand-dog Medley was in on the celebration!  
 
Ms. Maggiacomo was born in British Guyana, on South America’s North Atlantic coast, 
but her life brought her to Northumberland County in 1985, first to Grafton, and, most 
recently Cobourg, where she now resides.  
 
“We really want to thank the entire team at Northumberland Hills Hospital for the 
incredible care Mom has received,” said daughter Marcie Gallagher. “The care she has 
received since she arrived has just been top notch. It’s almost like personalized care. 
The team has been responsive and just so caring. Everyone has been fantastic, and we 
especially want to thank her family doctor, who has also cared for her here, Dr. 
Wijeyesinghe. We have been so fortunate to have him as her family doctor—he’s caring, 
compassionate and thorough and we’re just so grateful. Thank you to everyone at NHH 
for being there for Mom when she needed it.” 
 
A patient at NHH since February 27th, first on the medical, acute care floor and now in 
rehab, Ms. Maggiacomo is looking forward to returning home shortly. If laughter and love 
are the best medicine, then she should be back on her feet in no time! Very best wishes 
from NHH, Ms. Maggiacomo, and good health!  
 
Media contact: Jennifer Gillard, Senior Director, Public Affairs and Strategic 
Partnerships, 905-377-7757 or jgillard@nhh.ca  
 
About Northumberland Hills Hospital – Located approximately 100 kilometres east of 
Toronto, NHH delivers a broad range of acute, post-acute, outpatient and diagnostic 
services. Acute services include emergency and intensive care, medical/surgical care, 
obstetrical care and palliative care. Post-acute specialty services (PASS) include 
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restorative care and rehabilitation. Mental health care, chemotherapy, dialysis and 16 
other ambulatory care clinics are offered on an outpatient basis through partnerships 
with regional centres and nearby specialists. NHH offers a full range of diagnostic 
services, including magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), computed tomography (CT) and 
mammography.  The hospital serves the catchment area of west Northumberland 
County. A mixed urban and rural population of approximately 60,000 residents, west 
Northumberland comprises the Town of Cobourg, the Municipality of Port Hope and the 
townships of Hamilton, Cramahe and Alnwick/Haldimand. NHH employs approximately 
600 people and relies on the additional support provided by physicians and volunteers. 
NHH is an active member of the Central East Local Health Integration Network. For 
more information, please visit www.nhh.ca or follow us on Twitter @NorHillsHosp. 

http://www.nhh.ca/
https://twitter.com/NorHillsHosp

